
Panel 5 –  Children, Adolescent Girls & Young Women
Co-Chairs’ Summary
Excellences, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is my great honour to present the Co-Chairs’ summary of Panel 5 “Children, Adolescent Girls & Young Women: Preventing new HIV infections”, which was held on 10 June 2016 from 10:00am to 13:00am. 

I had the honour to co-chair this panel with H.E. Ava Rossana Guevara Pinto, the Vice President of Honduras. 

The key messages emerging from this panel were as follows: 

Many speakers acknowledged and commended the significant progress with new HIV infections having fallen by 35% between 2000 and 2014.  And commitment to ensuring no babies are born with HIV, and that the mothers are alive and well. 
However panelists strongly emphasized that much more needs to be done so as to ensure that no one is left behind. All speakers reaffirmed a need for the HIV response to focus on reducing the disproportionate and heightened vulnerability of women and adolescent girls. 
The discussions emphasized that there is no magic bullet. We need a combination of efforts to address the sexual and health needs of adolescent girls and young women to effectively reduce their HIV risk.  This requires concrete and pragmatic interventions that are evidence based, comprehensive and covers biomedical and structural interventions. 
The aspect of child, early and forced marriage was mentioned by several speakers and interventions from the floor. Examples of legislation making child marriage illegal were highlighted as well as interventions to ensure girls are kept in school and communities sensitized around harmful cultural practices including harmful masculinities. Speakers further stressed the need for addressing harmful cultural norms where older men engage with young women, increasing young women’s vulnerability to HIV and gender based violence. This was emphasized as a global problem. 
It was also emphasized that  the sexual and reproductive health and rights of women living with HIV need to be fulfilled and protected and no women should be subjected  to forced sterilization. 
Speakers reaffirmed that there will be challenges in dramatically reducing new HIV infections among young women and girls in the next 5 years. 
However it was agreed that it will be possible if  we invest in a holistic approach which combine social protection and economic empowerment including the provision of cash transfers, scaling up school enrolment , addressing gender-based violence, scaling-up comprehensive sexuality education,  sexual and reproductive health services  for adolescent girls, young women and their partners, including for key populations.  
Many speakers reiterated the following key areas for joint global action: 
· To develop coordinated and multilayered approaches addressing adolescent girls and young women. 
· Funding, engaging and building on the knowledge of a strong and vibrant youth and women’s platform, including young women living with HIV and adolescents and youth in all their diversity. 

· The involvement of local and national institutions to ensure sustainability of programmes 
· Ensuring adolescents and young people – with a targeted focus on girls and young women - having access to quality secondary education, including comprehensive sexuality education that addresses gender equality and gender based violence. 
· Scaling up comprehensive HIV and gender-based violence prevention programmes, including  new technologies such as Pre-exposure and Post-exposure Prophylaxis. 
· Scaling up services and health promotion efforts targeting the male partners of adolescent girls and young women, including testing and condom access. This will ease the burden of responsibility on adolescent girls and young women. 
· investing in communities in which young women and adolescent girls are safe, empowered and protected against violence.

· Furthermore the need to engage men and boys in the promotion of gender equality and prevention of gender-based violence. 

· Fully funded programmes for prevention of mother to child transmission. 
Within the next 5 years we need to dramatically reduce new infections. The time to act is now.  
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